
   

2121 Crystal Drive, Suite 500  www.americancarbonregistry.org  
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: 
ACR AFOLU TECHNICAL COMMITTEE  

AND AFOLU PEER REVIEW ROSTER 

 

* * * DEADLINE EXTENDED TO NOVEMBER 30, 2010 * * * 

 

With this notice, the American Carbon Registry® (ACR) is soliciting applications from individuals with 
expertise in agriculture, forestry and other land-use (AFOLU) carbon project standards, methodologies 
and tools, for two purposes: 

 To serve on an ACR AFOLU Technical Committee, with duties as described below; and/or 
 To be included on a roster of expert peer reviewers for upcoming ACR AFOLU methodologies. 

This call for applications focuses exclusively on AFOLU. ACR expects to issue future calls for 
applications in other sectors. 

 

Background on ACR 

ACR is a non-profit voluntary greenhouse gas (GHG) registration and emissions tracking system used by 
members to transparently register verified, project-based emissions reductions and removals as serialized 
offsets; record the purchase, sale, banking and retirement of verified offsets, branded Emission Reduction 
Tons (“ERTs”); and optionally report, in a separate account, verified GHG inventories. ACR is both a 
registry and a standards program, publishing standards, methodologies and tools through the process 
described below.  

ACR was founded in 1996 by the Environmental Defense Fund and Environmental Resources Trust, and 
joined the non-profit Winrock International in 2007. As the first private voluntary GHG registry in the 
United States, ACR has set the bar for transparency and integrity that is the market standard today.  

Winrock International works with people in the U.S. and around the world to empower the disadvantaged, 
increase economic opportunity, and sustain natural resources. Key to Winrock’s mission is building 
capacity for climate change mitigation and leveraging the power of environmental markets.  

 

ACR Standards and Methodologies 

ACR’s process for approval of new standards, methodologies and tools relies on public consultation and 
independent anonymous scientific peer review. ACR publishes general and sector-specific standards 
providing its requirements for offset projects to register on ACR. ACR requires projects to apply an ACR-
approved methodology in addition to meeting the requirements of the applicable standard. Published and 
forthcoming ACR standards and methodologies are posted at www.americancarbonregistry.org.  

ACR develops new methodologies and tools internally; accepts methodologies and tools approved by the 
CDM Executive Board; and allows external methodology authors to submit new and modified 
methodologies and tools, including those approved under other GHG programs, for approval through 
ACR’s public consultation and peer review process. Whether developed internally or by external parties, 
all new methodologies and tools are subject to a rigorous process of public consultation and peer review, 
transparently documented on the ACR website, prior to approval. 
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ACR AFOLU Technical Committee 

The AFOLU Technical Committee will be a four- to five-member standing committee, providing 
independent advice to ACR on an ongoing basis. ACR will select experts whose qualifications cover the 
range of agriculture, forestry, grassland and other land-use topics anticipated to be needed for new 
methodologies being brought to ACR, and/or developed internally, over the coming years.  

Responsibilities of the Committee: 
 Review new AFOLU methodologies and tools submitted to ACR for approval; 
 Assist in the identification and selection of appropriate peer reviewers for submitted 

methodologies; 
 Review proposed modifications to existing methodologies (from ACR, CDM, or other GHG 

programs), and advise ACR whether: 
o The proposed modification constitutes a relatively minor deviation that may be approved 

by the Committee; 
o The proposed modification constitutes a more substantive methodology revision for 

which the ACR public consultation and peer review process is required; 
 Review peer review reports and the responses of methodology authors, and advise ACR on issues 

including but not limited to: 
o Peer review recommendations that must be incorporated in order for a methodology to be 

approved; 
o When consensus cannot be reached on methodological issues between the methodology 

author and the peer review team, make recommendations to ACR on contested points; 
o When consensus cannot be reached within the peer review team, make recommendations 

to ACR on contested points; 
 Advise ACR on continuous improvements to its AFOLU standards, including issuance of new 

versions at appropriate intervals; 
 Advise ACR on decisions to commission new methodologies and tools using internal resources. 

Expected time commitment: 
The Committee will serve on an as-needed ongoing basis, depending on the number of new 
methodologies and modifications requiring its review, rather than meeting on a set schedule.  Total time 
commitment will not exceed 1 day per month. Most Committee business is expected to be conducted via 
phone and e-mail; as needed the Committee may meet occasionally in person. 

Terms and compensation: 
Committee members will serve rotating two-year terms. Members will be compensated at a rate of 
$400/day for days spent on Committee responsibilities. Should travel be necessary for in-person 
meetings, travel expenses will be reimbursed at U.S. Government per diem rates. 

Non-endorsement: 
Experts will serve on the Committee as individuals; serving will not be considered to constitute your 
organization’s endorsement of ACR. 

 

ACR AFOLU Peer Review Roster 

AFOLU experts not interested in serving on the Technical Committee, but wishing to enroll their names 
on a roster as potential peer reviewers for new AFOLU methodologies and tools, are also encouraged to 
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respond to this call for applications. Peer reviewers accepted onto the roster will be called on an as-
needed basis for methodologies matching their qualifications. 

ACR methodology peer reviews generally involve a lead reviewer and two or more secondary reviewers. 
ACR provides small honoraria to peer reviewers in appreciation for their expertise: generally $3,000 for a 
lead reviewer and $1,500 for each secondary reviewer. Honoraria may be larger for more complex or 
lengthy methodologies.  

 

Application Requirements 

Interested applicants should submit the following: 

 A brief cover letter summarizing your interest and areas of expertise, and indicating whether you 
would like to be considered both for the Technical Committee and to be enrolled on ACR’s peer 
review roster, or only for the peer review roster; 

 A detailed Curriculum Vitae including list of relevant publications. 

Applications should be addressed to Nicholas Martin, Chief Technical Officer, American Carbon Registry 
and should be submitted electronically to ACRTC@winrock.org. Please include “Application for AFOLU 
Technical Committee” or “Application for AFOLU Peer Review Roster” in the subject line. Hard copy 
submissions are not needed. 

Applicants for the AFOLU Technical Committee should send their letter and CV by November 30, 2010. 
ACR anticipates selecting and inviting Committee members by December 10. 

Applications for the peer review roster may be submitted and will be reviewed on an ongoing basis. 

 

Thank you for your interest in helping ACR continue to promote the highest standards of offset quality 
and environmental integrity! 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas Martin 
Chief Technical Officer, Winrock International - American Carbon Registry 

 

 


